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MOB SCENE 


A mob of people supporting President Donald Trump climb the west wall of the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 


Trump crowd disrupts 
Electoral College count 
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WASHINGTON 

Hundreds of rioters encour- 
aged by President Donald 
Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol 
on Wednesday, crashing 
through police lines to lay siege 
to the building and force a halt 
to the constitutional process of 
certifying the Electoral College 
count after the Nov. 3 presi- 
dential election. 


Americans watched in horror 
as the mob scaled walls and 
smashed windows at the Capi- 
tol, which has been closed to 
visitors throughout the coro- 
navirus pandemic. The intrusion 
came as both houses of Con- 
gress were debating an objec- 
tion raised by Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, to the counting of 
Arizona’s Electoral College 
votes. 

As the violence raged on Cap- 
itol Hill, the White House an- 
nounced that Trump had direct- 
ed the National Guard to help 
law enforcement quell the un- 
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CAPITOL CHAOS 


Look to kentucky.com for 
details on this story not 
available at press time, and 
find multiple pages of 
curated coverage in our 
eEdition under the “Extra 
Extra” tab at 
kentucky.com/eedition. 
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Sen. McConnell finally 
rejected Trump, then 
rioters overtook Capitol 


BY DAVID CATANESE 
dcatanese@mcclatchydc.com 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky took to 
the U.S. Senate floor on 
Wednesday to do something 
he’s strenuously tried to avoid 
over the last four years: Directly 
repudiate President Donald 
Trump. 

But just minutes after he fin- 
ished rejecting Trump’s false 
contention that the 2020 elec- 
tion had been stolen, the most 


radical strains of Trumpism had 
begun to overtake the institution 
where McConnell’s forged his 
storied 36-year career. 

The majority leader and most 
members of both chambers of 
Congress were suddenly 
whisked away into their offices 
and other safe spaces inside the 
Capitol dome - a result of an 
extraordinary security breach by 
pro-Trump agitators that had 
come to Washington at the 
behest of the president who has 
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Kentucky delegation members safe, react to rioters 
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U.S. Reps. John Yarmuth, 
James Comer, Hal Rogers and 
Thomas Massie used social 
media Wednesday to tell their 
constituents they were safe as 
Kentucky politicians responded 
to extraordinary riots at the U.S. 


Capitol. 

After the mob got inside the 
building, Comer said he was OK 
but not allowed to talk or give 
his location, according to a 
statement reported by WDRB. 

“T’m with around 100 mem- 


bers in an undisclosed location. 
We evacuated the House Floor 
when protesters made their way 
inside the Capitol to the front 
door of the House and beat the 
glass in. We’ve been re-evacuat- 
ed four times since then.” 


Sen. Rand Paul posted on 
Twitter: “Violence and mob rule 
is wrong and un-American, and 
it will not bring about election 
reform. Today’s mayhem sets 
back any intelligent debate for a 
generation. Just stop it.” 

The count of the Electoral 
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